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Open Forum 



Editor's Note — This department is 
open for constructive criticism of any 
subject pertaining to the work of the 
Conference, and to public school mu- 
sic in general. Readers of the Jour- 
nal are urged to use it freely, for it is 
through such interchange of ideas 
that we are best able to accomplish 
real constructive results. 



Editor, Music Supervisors' Journal : 
The Standard Course in Music has 
my hearty approval and I congratulate 
members of the Educational Council 
upon the excellence of their work. 
Arthur J. Abbott, 
Director of Music, 
Buffalo, New York. 



Editor, Music Supervisors' Journal : 
In answer to your letter will say 
that the music outline as published in 
the Supervisors' Journal is an ideal 
one for a music period of twenty-five 
minutes per day. As we have only 
one hour per week you can see that 
it will be impossible to cover the 
ground outlined. 

Thomas ChilvErs, 
Supervisor of Music, 
Detroit, Michigan. 



Editor, Music Supervisors' Journal : 
I have read with interest the re- 
ports of the Educational Council of 
the Music Supervisors' National Con- 
ference. The Standard Course in 
Music (elementary schools) is of par- 
ticular interest at this time as we 
have in contemplation a state syllabus 
for elementary schools. The "Aims" 
as set forth for the various grades 
might well form the basis for such a 
syllabus. I cannot altogether agree 
with the recommendations of the 
Council as to "Material" and "Pro- 



cedure". However, if we can agree 
as to our aims in school music, we 
shall have taken a long step toward 
ending the tangle of disagreements 
which has been, too often, the out- 
standing feature of music teaching in 
the public schools. 

Russell Carter, 
Specialist in Music, 
State Department of Education, 

New York. 



Editor, Music Supervisors' Journal : 
The Educational Council has made 
a wonderful contribution to the teach- 
ing of music in the public schools in 
its report submitted at the St. Joseph 
meeting. I believe that this report will 
mark an epoch in the development of 
this subject as a strong factor in pub- 
lic education. It is a straightforward 
concise statement of aims, material, 
procedure and attainments that will be 
most helpful to supervisors and teach- 
ers. It must also prove interesting 
and enlightening to school authorities 
in general. 

Of the many strong features of the 
course I must note particularly the 
sane suggestions on the treatment of 
the voices, namely: a light tone quality 
and safe vocal range in the lower 
grades; the treatment of all the 
voices as "equal" in the fourth and 
fifth years; the changing of voice 
parts from week to week, as the indi- 
vidual vocal conditions permit dur- 
ing the sixth year, and the careful 
treatment of changing voices, and 
careful part assignment of all voices 
during the seventh and eighth years. 

There is nothing visionary in the 
course nor anything that is unattain- 
able in any school system where the 
conditions as outlined are met. In 
fact there are several school systems 
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in the country today that either meet 
or exceed the attainments as here set 

Walter H. Butterfield, 
Director of Music, 
Providence, R. I. 



Editor, Music Supervisors' Journal: 
We welcome this report of the Ed- 
ucational Council on the course for the 
grades and the teacher training 
courses, for they are constructive 
plans which are not merely ideal, but 
are in actual use in a limited number 
of schools at the present time. The 
course for the grades will be of serv- 
ice to the school superintendents, to 
young supervisors who have failed to 
secure adequate training, and also to 
those of us who are experienced, in 
that it gives us an opportunity to see 
to what extent we measure up to the 
plan which was unanimously agreed 
upon by ten of the biggest people in 
our profession. This report is not 
the "final word" regarding such 
courses, but is so comprehensive, so 
strong and yet so feasible that we 
should make immediate use of the 
course .... test it out and then be 
ready with constructive criticisms, if 
possible, so that something even bet- 
ter may be evolved. 

We are anxious to see a similar re- 
port for the rural schools and also 
for secondary schools. 

Frances M. Dickey, 
Seattle, Washington. 



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE 
JOURNAL FUND 
The response to the appeal for con- 
tributions to the Journal Fund, has, 
all things considered, been very good 
so far this fall. While the total num- 
ber who have contributed is compar- 
atively small, it shows that there are 
a few who desire to help. The con- 
tributions made are in lieu of any sub- 
scription fee, for as everyone knows, 
the Journal is distributed entirely 
free to 12,000 supervisors and teach- 



ers of music in the public schools 
throughout the country, our only rev- 
enue coming from the advertisements. 
The larger the amount of contribu- 
tions, the larger and better it will be 
possible to make the Journal. Have 
you sent your contribution? 
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